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Liverpool’s 
All Blacks 
who only 
drew blanks

■■ READY FOR ACTION: The New Zealand 
touring party of 1905-06 could have inspired 
the Liverpool City “All Blacks” of 1906-07

pool City were the first team to be formally 
known as the All Blacks.”

He adds: “Everything possible in North-
ern Union circles was being done to make 
the new organisation in Liverpool a success 
and, by way of encouragement, Colonel 
William Hall Walker, the MP for Widnes, 
accepted the position of club president. 

“A meeting of the Northern Union com-
mittee in Manchester on April 3, 1906, 
elected Liverpool City to the league. A big 
effort was then started to build a capable 
team for the following season. By August, 36 
fixtures had been arranged, and 30 players 
had signed on. More importantly a venue 
had been secured – a seven year lease on 
Stanley Athletic Grounds in Fairfield.”

But things did not go well for the team.
Dave reveals: “The newspapers became 

ultra-critical of Liverpool City. A reporter 
asked for the team sheet for a game against 
Dewsbury and received a letter from secre-

tary Mr Albert Abel, who wrote: ‘Dear Sir, I 
cannot give you our team on Saturday next. 
All I can tell you is that we will play a team of 
amateurs, as we cannot do any worse than 
we have already.’ 

“Their record then stood at Played 17 Lost 
16, Drawn one, points difference 611.”

Dave continues: “By February 1907, to cut 
losses, it was decided to play all games away 
from home. A few more tall scores and 
‘matches’ of a one-sided character ensued 
with Rochdale Hornets ringing up City’s 
1,000 points against tally – there were only 
65 for. To add insult to their predicament 
the only league point in the bag for a home 
draw against Bramley was scratched when 
there was a mix up with the re-arrangement 
of the away fixture.

“On April 4, a newspaper reported ‘The 
much boomed Liverpool City Northern 
Union team, after competing in the League 
with farcical results, failed to show up at 

Dewsbury on Tuesday night.’ By the end of 
this sorry season, and sitting firmly at the 
bottom of the league, the table read: Played 
30, Lost 30, For 76 and Against 1,398. 

“Shortly afterwards it was announced that 
they would play the following season, but in 
the lower West Lancashire League. Predict-
ably, things went awry very early on. A bro-
ken engagement was reported to the com-
mittee by Salford. A meeting was held in 
Manchester, on November 19, 1907, where 
chairman Mr R. Walmsley concluded ‘It was 
absolutely impossible for Liverpool City to 
carry out their engagements in a satisfac-
tory manner and the club will be struck off 
and all their points for and against deleted.’”

Dave concludes: “It was an unhappy ven-
ture into the 13 man code for the Liverpool 
outfit, the name lying dormant until 1951 

when ‘Rugby League in a 
Football City’ was put 

to the test again.” 

■■ SUCCESS: 
Super League 
giants St 
Helens are a 
far cry from 
the old days 
of the 
Liverpool City  
rugby league 
team

Their record stood at 
Played 17, Lost 16, 

Drawn 1, points 
difference 611 

Club secretary  
Albert Abel

■■ DISCOVERIES: 
Sefton Rugby Union 
Football Club 
historian Dave Bohl


